








Stylistyka X

Football fans can’t forgive David for being ordered off in the World Cup fi-
nals in 1998. England lost the match, and afterwards he became the “victim of
probably the most sustained campaign of vilification ever witnessed in English
football”. The articles “piled up cheap points about everything from Beckham’s
hairstyle to the tattoo of his son’s name, there was an unavoidable sense that we
were meant to regard the rotten treatment the lad has received as no more than he
deserves”. Effigies of Beckham were hanged and burned, and he was hounded
with a cruel intensity that would have broken other players. People purporting to
be England supporters showered on him taunts like “your wife is a whore”, “we
hope your kid dies of cancer” and “we’re going to kill your baby” (“The Sunday
Times” 22.06.2000).

Several years later, even when he proved his football skills many times, after a
very successful match he would hear the comments on his haircut from someone
in managerial position: “his new look is grotesque”, “he looks more like a con-
vict or an American wrestler”. The new image was blamed on his wife — mentio-
ning her in a rather offending manner: “maybe it was that misuse of his, the one
who tries to sing”(“The Mirror” 26. 05. 2001).

The Polish type of personal joke is slightly different. For many years during
communism, politics was the major interest— so the life of politicians was one of
the popular subjects. Those who governed the country were most often treated in
jokes like the state representatives — seen in the context of political situation.
Their private lives were rarely discussed. After the fall of communism, Lech
Walgsa became the last of the political celebrities evoking large numbers of jo-
kes. Afterwards, the American series started to rule, so Poles were telling more
jokes about blondes, Bill Gates or Bill Clinton than about their own president or
any other celebrity.

Recently Poland has had its own big celebrity joke boom after several years of
decline in Polish humor as ‘malyszomania’ started.

Adam Matysz is a young ski jumper who won the annual Four Hill Tour, 5 co-
mpetitions of World Cup, and was second in the World Championship in 2001.
Poles are very proud of him, television kept showing his successes, the press was
writing about him and immediately a lot of jokes appeared:

A stork is flying near Adam and says:

- Hey, we have been flying together for two hours and you haven’t introduced yourself yet.
“Dobry Humor”, Dowcipy o Matyszu, 4/2001

- What is the difference between Malysz and a glider?
- The glider lands faster. www.skrypty98 he.pl/kawaly him
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