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cal speech making namely: Contrast, List, Puzzle-solution, Headline-punchline,
Position taking and Pursuit. Each of these can be found with varying regularity
in stand-up performance (Rutter 1997) making up something similar to Freud’s
“auxiliary technical methods” in that they can be seen as not “necessary condi-
tions [to the joke] but only as encouragements to the process of joking” (1976:
208).

Heritage and Greatbatch argue that the rhetorical formats of political speeches
are not only stylistic minutiae used to keep an audience attentive and interested
but also serve to forecast the completion of a political point, and more important-
ly for this discussion, to signpost that audience action is expected and appropria-
te. They assert that any individual member of an audience has to make the deci-
sion as to whether to applaud a statement or not in real time and effectively
within a second of the statement being made (Heritage and Greatbatch 1986:
112). These signposts then assist in that decision making process by making ap-
parent not only that audience contribution to the interaction is required but what
the preferred response is. In political speechmaking this is usually applause and
in stand-up laughter but this is not exclusively the case. This assists in the volun-
tary transformation of individuals into an audience and makes it both possible
and profitable to see the audiences as a collective agent.

These devices not only work towards consolidating the decisions made by an
audience during their mutual monitoring but they increase their efficiency by al-
lowing audiences to move towards “independent decision-making” (Clayman
1993: 112). By recognising the projected point of completion an audience mem-
ber can make decisions as to the appropriateness of varying responses in advan-
ce of the event and without recourse to other spectators. In the comedy context,
if a comedian employs a rhetorical technique which signifies that the end of a
sentence coming up but also the end of a conversational turn (Sacks, Schegloff
& Jefferson 1974) and that the preferred response is laughter, audience members
can (if they choose) laugh as soon as an appropriate point is reached rather than
evaluating other audience members. Thus, through the utilisation of these rheto-
rical techniques, the risk involved in starting to applaud or laugh is minimised.

Stand-up Specific Techniques

Heritage and Greatbatch’s system of techniques provides a specific under-
standing of political speaking is can be also seen more generally as an outline of
the general features of podium talk. However, to develop an understanding of
the specific nature of stand-up it is necessary to build upon Heritage and
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