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The Term {ntéw in the Gospel of St. Luke:

A Linguistic-Exegetical Study

Introduction

‘Searching’ or ‘quest’ belongs among the most important notions of biblical
theology and of Christian spirituality. Every attentive reader of Scripture will no-
tice that the relationship between God and humanity is described by these terms,
starting with God looking for Adam in Gen. 3. Since the fall, humans lost the gift of
harmony with God, never felt really happy, and therefore always looked for some
sort of fulfilment and satisfaction. Our continuous goal is to find something that
would quench our inner thirst and hunger, which is ultimately nothing else than
a quest for God himself — even if it is not always clearly realized, conscious, and
properly formulated. Only God can fill that «black hole» in the very centre of the
human being.

The most astonishing discovery in our encounter with the Lord is the fact that
God is the one who actually looks for human beings and the initiative is his, not ours.
He is the one who loved us firs (cf. 1 Jn 4,9), and chose us before the foundation of
the world (cf. Eph 1,4) — for it is God who is at work in us, enabling us both to will
and to work for his good pleasure (cf. Phil 2,13).

Since the question addressed to the first man Adam in Eden: «Where are you?»
(Gen. 3,9), and till this day, God is the one who looks for every human being. Since
the fall, and to this day — humans also seek God.

For this reason, in this article, — which is a short summary of my doctoral dis-
sertation defended at the Opole University (Poland) 3 years ago (15.12.2010) under
the direction of Rev. Prof. Janusz Czerski, — I would like to dedicate more attention
to the analysis of certain Scriptural passages that deal with the Divine search for
human beings and vice versa. | hope also to what can these passages tell a modern
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person about Christian God and our relationship with him. My analysis will be based
exclusively on the occurrences of this (and related) terms in Luke.

Term (ntéw in the writings of the New Testament appears at 117 times. Of
those 83 times it is present in the Gospel: 14 in Matthew, 10 in Mark, 25 times
it is found in Luke and 34 times in John. In addition there are 20 cases of use of
the verb in the case of St. Paul, once in a Letter to Hebrews, twice in the First
Epistle of St. Peter, and once in Revelation. Given such a large number of texts,
we will focus only on the Gospel of St. Luke. It is traditionally believed that Luke
was a student and co-worker of St. Paul and probably the only person among the
New Testament authors who did not belong to the people of Israel, but was born
a Gentile. It seems that in Luke’s text the notion of ‘searching’ is given special
place and significance.

The subject and the main problem of our work will be to study the meaning of
this verb in different contexts of the Gospel of St. Luke. Attention will be given
only to those texts in which {ntéw has some kind of theological significance, and
is consistent (or creates a connection) with fundamental theological issues, which
we believe are present in Luke. Thus, the texts like Lk 5,17-26 in which the use of
(ntéw seems to have merely physical, everyday meaning are not taken into account
(kL €nrour adtov eloeveykely kol Belval [adtov] évawmior adtod - v.18). In the
text 11,24-26 in c. 24, it is about an evil spirit that came out of the man, looking for
place of rest (5Lépyetar 6L avidpwy TOTwY (NTODY GVATEUOLY Kol WT) €bplokov:),
so the text will not be specifically analysed, but will be mentioned in the context of
analysis of the passages 11,15-16 and 11, 29-32.

Thus we focus on the 21 occurrences of {ntéw in 16 texts from the Gospel of
St. Luke. All these verbs are divided into four thematically related groups and then
subject to a four-fold analysis. The first section will include texts in which God is the
subject of (ntéw: 12,47-48; 13,6-9; 15,8-10; 19,9-10. The second part will deal with
passages that speak of other people looking for Christ in a positive aspect: 2,48-49;
6,17-19; 19,2-4; 24,4-7. The third part contains the texts that talk about the search
for Christ in a negative aspect: 9,7-9; 11,15-16.29-32; 19,47-48; 20,19; 22,1-6. At
the end, fourth section is devoted to the study of texts that speak of the kingdom of
God as a subject {ntéw: 11,9-10; 12,29-32.

To achieve our goal, we use the method of linguistic analysis, which is one of
the methods of synchronic approach the studied text. Thus every text that contains
a verb (ntéw will be analysed in these four stages:

a. contextual analysis

b. syntactic analysis (parse)

c. semantic analysis

d. pragmatic analysis
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Contextual analysis involves finding the studied passage in a broader and nar-
rower context of the Gospel.! At this stage we present different views on the vision
of a passage in its context, and try to understand original idea of the Evangelist and
the passages location in this text.

Syntactic analysis (parse) explores language forms of a separate text, and par-
ticularly relationships that exist between the individual elements in languages that
appear in the text and the principles of inclusion of certain items in the text. Syntactic
analysis aims to define structure of the text, the study of its unity and separation of
smaller grammatical units. This method includes the following methodological steps:
classification of the vocabulary and description of the parts of speech and grammatical
forms, articulation of individual elements of sentence structure, characteristic of the
style, the definition of macro- and microstructure of the text.

Semantic analysis aims to study the meaning of words, sentences and whole
texts, and seeks to understand the manning of the text, and the individual statements
and opinions present in it. Usually it is possible to distinguish between semantics
of words and the semantics of the text. Semantics of words involves the study of
a term taking into account its time, grammatical form, case, etc. The semantics of
text explores the semantic relationships between different concepts, defines the se-
mantic field and the semantic features of the text. The main textual features include
definition of the semantic oppositions and semantic lines.’

A pragmatic analysis has the task to determine the intentions of the author and
the text. Given this, pragmatic analysis always takes into account other texts related
to the studied text. Two questions most clearly represent the intent of the author:

a. what the author of this text wanted to communicate to his contemporary

audience (situational context)?

b. what the text might mean for modern readers (modern context)?*

Based on our investigation of the relevant texts, we can confirm that in the Gos-
pel of Luke there exists a wide range of meanings contained in the verb {ntéw and
its closest cognates. These meanings can be divided into several groups, based on

' H. Lanckammer, Metodologia Nowego Testamentu, Opole 1991, 127; W. Weren, Windows on
Jesus. Methods in Gospel Exegesis, London 1999, 23-32; S.E. Porter, Handbook to exegesis of the
New Testament, Leiden — New York — Kdln 1997, 34-40; T. Soping, Wege der Schriftauslegung. Me-
thodenbuch zum Neun Testament, Freiburg — Basel — Wien 1998, 117-125.

2 J. Czerski, Metody interpretacji Nowego Testamentu, Opole 1997, 125-131; H. LANGKAMMER,
Metodologia Nowego Testamentu, 128—130; G.D. Fee, New Testament Exegesis. Handbook for Stu-
dents and Pastors, Louisville — London — Leiden 2002, 71-78; W. EGGER, Methodenlehre zum Neuen
Testament. Einfiihrung in linguistische und historisch-kritische Methoden, Freiburg — Basel — Wien
1987, 77-90; E. Porter, Handbook to exegesis of the New Testament, 112—129.

3 J. Czerski, Metody interpretacji Nowego Testamentu, 131-138; H. Lanckammver, Metodologia
Nowego Testamentu, 130—139; W. EGGER, Methodenlehre zum Neuen Testament, 92—116.

4 J. Czerski, Metody interpretacji Nowego Testamentu, 138—141; W. EGGER, Methodenlehre zum
Neuen Testament, 133—144; H. Lanckammer, Metodologia Nowego Testamentu, 141-143; D. HARrRINGTON,
Interpreting the New Testament. A practical Guide, Collegeville 1990, 124-134.
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their subject (who seeks) and their context (what is sought, in what way, with what
intentions). Different occurrences of the verb, of great depth of the positive experi-
ences of God concerning man and his destiny as well and depth in the positive and
negative sense, the person experiences about God drawn in Jesus of Nazareth. We
have singled out 16 such passages.

1. God as subject of seeking ({ntéw)

The first group of texts is characterized by the fact that in its four passages
it is God who is the subject of seeking ({ntéw). In all the four passages the verb
{ntéw appears in different forms and reflects quite different shades of meaning
of this word. At the same time what this texts share in common is the fact that in
them the verb is used in the context of Jesus’ parables of the Spared Fig Tree (13,6-
9) and of the Lost coin (15,8-10) directly in the parables body, and in 12,47-48
in the conclusion to the parables of the Faithful and Unfaithful servants, told in
12,35-46. The verses 19,9-10 fall outside the parabolic usage, but rather conclude
the story of Zacchaeus and at the same time are, in a sense, a ‘bottom line’ of the
whole Gospel of Luke®.

In Lk 12,47-48 (Ekeivog 8¢ 6 doDAog O yvoug o 0N tod kupiov avtod Kol
un €rolpdong §j Tomoeog Tpog to BEANHa o Tod daproetot ToAAG: *8 6& un yvoug,
nomaoag 88 dE mANy®dV Sapicetot OAlyas. mavti 8¢ @ £560m ToAD, moAd (nTndfceTal
map” ovtod, Kol @ TapéevTo mOAD, TEPIGGOTEPOV aiTHGOVGLY awTdV) which serve
as a supplement to the parable of the Faithful and Unfaithful servants, the verb form
ind. fut. pass.3 sing. {(nménoetaL — (so called passivum divinum) points out to God
as the subject of action and bears the strength of warning and precaution: at the time
of His coming God will look for the fruits of human life and demand an account
for the gifts the person was entrusted. Due to this unambiguous warning, the verb
bears a clear moral connotation, pointing the responsibility every one of us has for
the gifts and charismata we received (come for Lev 26,18; Am 3,1-2).

The parable of the Spared Fig Tree (13,6-9 'Exeivog ¢ 6 d0DA0G 6 YvoLG TO
0 pa Tod kvpiov adTOD Kol pny £TOUAGHS T) TG0 TPOG TO OEAN O 0D TOD doip1i-
oeTaL TOAAAG: *8 0 8¢ un| yvoig, momocog 68 d&ia TANydV doproetat OAYaS. TovTi 08
® £560m oAy, oA (nTndnceton map” avtod, Kai @ mapéOevto ToAD, TEPIGGOTEPOV
aitioovsty avtdv) contains two instances of the use of {ntéw in the form of part.
praes. act. nom. masc. sing. —({nt@v suggesting God’s continuing and active seeking
of the fruits of human life, which emphasizes even more the need for every human

> LH. MARSHALL, Luke — historian and theologian, Exeter 1988, 116.

¢ K. Kunep, Bubnetickuil KynomypHo-ucmopudeckuil koumenmapuii, 4.2 Hoewiii 3asem, (miep.
¢ ann1.), Cankr-IlerepOypr 2005, 186.
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person to be constantly ready to give an account before the Lord for the outcomes
of one’s life. These two occurrences of the active present participle point towards
God’s past and present seeking of the fruits of human life (AA8ev (nTdV kapmoOv — V.
6b; €pyopal (NTOV KapTov — v. 7b).

In its turn the parable of the Lost coin (15,8-10 "H tig yovn dpaypdg &xovca
déKo gav amoréon dpayuny piav, oyl drtel Abyvov kal copol TV oikiay kol (NTel
gmpeldg mg ob ebpn; ° kai evpodoa cuykalel Tog eikag koi yeitovag Aéyovsa:
oLYYapNTé pot, HTL edpov THY Spayunv fiv drdreca. © obtmg, Aéym Vuiv, yivetal
YOPa EVOTIOV TAV AyyEL®V ToD Bg0d £ml EVi ApOPTOAGD peTavoobvr), with its form
of ind. praes. act. 3 sing. —({ntel emphasizes God’s present action: God seeks sinners
with special zeal, and does it continuously, till He finds them. Finally in the summary
of the story which reflects the meeting of Jesus with Zacchaeus in 19,9-10 (ginev
0¢ TpoOg avToV 6 Incodg Ot onjuepov cwtpia T® oik® TovTE &yéveto, kaboTL Kol
adTOg Viog ABpadu dotv: 'Y RAOEY yap O vIOG ToD AvOpdTOL (TGO KOl GHGL TO
amoAwAog), the form of infinit. aor. act. —(ntfioal expresses the perfect meaning of
the God’s past action, emphasizing the success of the ‘seeking’ on God’s part and
the effectiveness of God’s action ‘to seek and save that, which was lost’.

2. Human looking for Christ (positive aspects of {(ntéw)

The second group of texts contains those verbs {ntéw, which point towards the
positive aspect of Jesus’ ‘seeking’. The first three texts which represent searching
of Jesus’s parents, the crowd who flocked to Jesus, and the text which describe the
Zacchaeus’s searching for Jesus (2,48-49; 6,7-9; 19,2-4) contain (ntéw in the form
of imperfectum that expresses the imperfect and repetitive action in the past. In the
text about Christ’s resurrection (24,4-7), (ntéw is sued in the present tense.

Thus in the text which describe parental compliant and amazing Jesus’s answer
(2,48-49 xoi i166vteg adToV E€emhdymoay, Kai elnev TpOg avTOV 1| PP avTod- Té-
Kvov, i énoinoag Nuiv obtwg; 160V 6 ToTNP 6oV KAY® OdVVdUEVOL ElnToduéy ot.
Kol glmey oG ovTovg: T HTt EdNTEité pe; ovk fidette HT1 &v 10ig Tod TaTpPOG pHov el
eivai pe;) we have two instances of the use of {(ntéw in the form of ind. imperf. act.
1 pl. &nrodpév — 2 pl & nreite, that express a continuing process of the seeking of
Jesus by his parents and their consequent unexpected encounter with the mystery
of the Divine Sonship.’

In the statement about the crowd which searched for Jesus (6,17-19 Kol ketofog
HeT’ abT@OV €0Tn €Ml TOTOL TedLroD, kol OYAo¢ TOALC pabnTdv ahTod, Kol AT
Bog moAL ToD Axod &mo meong Thg Toudalag kol Tepovonu kel thc meplov TUpou

7 J. DILLERSBERGER, The Gospel of Saint Luke, Westminster 1958, 118.
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kel XLdaovog, ol HAbor akobowl adtod kel Lebfjval amd TV véowy adTdv: Kel
oL €VOYAOUMEVOL GTTO TVELPATWY GKaBUPpTwY €Bepamevorto, Ykal mag 6 OxAog
é(nrovy amteoBul adtod, 6Tl SlvapLg Tap’ adtod Enpyeto kal Lato mavteg) the
form of ind. imperf. act. 3 pl. — é(fjrouv, expresses the deep need for Jesus on the
part of the people: every time Jesus was near they sought Him, touch Him and
receive heeling.

In the story of Zacchaeus in 19,2-4 (Kai idov &vrp dvopott Kalovpevog Zokyoiog,
Kol o TOGC NV ApytTeEldVNG Kol adTdg Thovoiog * kai 0Tt idelv Tov Incodv tic oty
Kod o0k NdVVATO Gmd Tod Syhov, 8Tt TH Hlkig pwiepdg . 4 kai Tpodpapmv €ig TO
gumpochev avéPn €mi cvukopopéav tva 101 adTov 0Tt Ekeivng fuediev d1Epyectar)
the form of ind. imperf. act. 3 sing. —&é(nteL, as the context would suggest, conveys
both, Zacchaeus’ internal feelings and external actions: he longed for the encounter
with Jesus and sought to arrange it. The form of the verb i6eiv (inf aor. act. from
0pdw) underlines the continuing character of Zacchaeus’ endeavors directed towards
a single moment — to ‘see’ Jesus.

The text about the report of two angels to the terrified women near empty
tomb of Jesus in 24,4-7 (xoi £yéveto €v 1@ dmopeichat adTag TEPL TOVTOL KO 100D
Gvopec 000 Eméotnoay avTaic &v é60fjTL dotpamtodon. 3 EuedPav 8¢ yevousvov
aOTdV Kol KAVOue@®v T Tpdcoma £ig THY YTV elmav tpdc adtéc: Ti (nteite OV
{@vto petd TdV vekpdv:  odk EoTv MOE, GAAY NYEPON. uviodnte Oc EAdAncev
vulv &t v év tf F'olhaig 7 Aéymv OV viov 10D avOpdmov §tt 6l mapadobijvat
gl xElpag avOpOTOV AUOPTOA®Y Kol oTowpmOfjval kal T Tpitn Huépe AvaoTi-
vat), quite symbolically uses the form of ind. praes. act. 2 pl. — {nteite, pointing
towards the present action — the myrrh-bearing women’s unexpected encounter
with a joyful news about the Jesus risen from the dead. Luke beautifully describes
how everyone seeking Jesus receives at the encounter much more, than he or she
ever dreamt to receive.

3. Human looking for Christ (negative aspects of (nréw)

The third and the largest group of texts unites the instances of the use of ‘seeking’
of Jesus with negative, hostile intentions. In the six texts we find five instances of
the imperfectum: Herod’s search for Jesus, search for the sign from Jesus by Isra-
elites leaders, two texts reflects search to kill Jesus and Juda’s search how to betray
Jesus (9,7-9; 11,15-16; 19,47-48; 22,1-6), one of the praesens in the text where
Jesus affirm that these people search for a sign (11,29-32), and one of the aorystum
in a summary by which Luke reflects reactions of the Jewish religious leaders on
the Jesus’ parable of the wicked vinedressers (20,19). The texts reflect situations in
which human beings are pushed by unjust and evil motives.
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In the 9,7-9 ("Hkovoev 6& Hpdong 0 teTpadpyng T yvOueva TAvVTO Kol O1n-
opeL 810 10 AéyeoBar vd Tvav &t Twdvvng NyEpdn ék vexpdv, 2 O1o Tivev 8¢ 6Tt
"H)log pévn, 8Aov 88 8T TporTng TIC TAV dpyainy dvéstn. * inev 8¢ Hpdmdong:
Todvvny Yo dnekepdhoa: Tic 84 €6tV 00TOG TEPL 0V dcoV® TotodTay; Kol &CHTeL
ideiv avtov.) the form of ind. imperf. act. 3 sing. —eé(MreL expresses Herod’s seeking
‘to see’ (16€iv) Jesus, which in the light of Lk 13,31 can be perceived as, on the one
hand, an endeavor to kill Jesus, and on the other hand, like in Lk 23,6-12 can be
seen as a ‘seeking’ of a miracle for the sake of entertainment. In the 11,15-16 (twvéc
8¢ &€ avTdV elmov- &v Beeh{gPovL Td dpyovil TV Soupovimy EkPailer T Sopuovia:
16 €1epot 8¢ mepalovteg onueiov €€ ovpavod Cntovy map’ avtod.) the form of ind.
imperf. act. 3 pl. — &ntovv (sought, demanded, longed for) points towards a con-
tinuous aggressive stance of Israel’s leaders against Jesus — metpalovtec onuelov €€
obpavod é(frovr map’ adTod.

In 11,29-32 (Tov 8¢ dyrwv énabpoilopévav pEato Aéyev: 1| Yeved adn yeved
novnpa €otv: onueiov e, kol onpeiov 0d do0ncetat vt i un 10 onpeiov Tova.
N xabag yop éyéveto Tovag toig Nwvevitalg onueiov, obtmg £ototl Kol 0 viog 10D
avBpdmov 1] yeved tavtn. *! faciloca votov Eyepbncetat €v Tf] Kpioel petd TV
avpdV ThC yevedc ToTNG Kol KoTakpvel antog, STt AOEY €k TdV mepdTov TS YTig
dxodoat v cogioy Tokoudvoc, kol idov mheiov Zodopdvog dde. * &vpec Nivev-
{ton GvaoTtioovTol £V Ti] KpIioel Hetd Tfg Yeveds TaTNG Kol KAToKPVODGLY aOTHV:
611 petevomoay eic 10 kipuypa Tovd, kai idod mieiov Tova dde.) the form of ind.
praes. act. 3 sing. —(ntéw signifies and action, which, together with the noun onuet
ov bears a blasphemous and offensive sense and expresses the position of a part of
Jewish leadership regarding Jesus.

In 19,47-48 (Koi v S18ackmv 10 k0 fjuépav &v td iepd. oi 8¢ dpyiepeic kai ol
YPOUUOTELS E0TOVY ADTOV AOoAEcL KOl 01 Tp@TOL ToD Ao, “ kai 0y ebploKoV TO
T ToMowov, 0 Aaog yap drag &expépato avtod dkovwv.) the form of ind. imperf.
act. 3 pl. — &nrovv, in compound with a0tov dmoiéon expresses evil intentions of
the high priests and scribes, which they could not carry out immediately only due
to the presence of the people.

In 20,19 (Kai édntnoay ol ypappotels kol ol apylepeic EmPalelv én” avTov TG
YEpog &v avTh] Th dpg, Kol épofnbnoav tov Aadv, Eyvacay yap dTL TPOG OTOVG
ginev ™y mapaPornyv tavtny.) the form of ind. aor. act. 3 pl. — é(fytnoav cares the
forth of the negative reaction of the high-priests and scribes to Jesus’ parable, as
well as the force of their violent plans (émiaielv én’ adtOV TaC Xelpag €v adTh T
wpy,), again unrealized due to the presence of the people.

Finally, in 22,1-6 ("Hyyilev 8¢ 1 £€optr| T®V alOpmv 1 Aeyouévn mhoyo. ? kod
£lNTOLV Ol ApYLEPETS KOl Ol YPOUUOTEIC TO TS AVEL®GLY adTOV, EQofobvTo Yap TOV
Laov. 3 EiofABev 8¢ catavag €ig Tovdav tov kaiovuevov Tokapidy, dvra €k 100
ap1Ouod TV dddeka: 4 kai aneldnv cuVELIANGEY TOTG ApYIEPEDGLY KOl GTPATIYOIS
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TO TG OTOIG TaPadd adTOV. S Kai Exapnoay Koi cuvEdevto adtd dpydplov dodva.
b kai Empordynoey, kol s01tet edkatpioy Tod Topadodval avtov dtep dyAov adTols.)
in both instances the verb {ntéw characterizes the negative stance of Judas and the
Jewish leadership and expresses its ‘incompleteness’ and repetitive character —
e(nTour (v. 2a), €(nteL (v. 6b). This outlines both Judas’ evil intention and readiness
to hand over Jesus (rapadodvar adtov), and the ‘seeking’ on the part of the elders
to kill Jesus (10 m@¢ avélwowv abtov). Again, in both cases the people serves as an
obstacle for the realization of these plans.

4. Kingdom of Heaven — the subject of {ntéw

The fourth, and the last, group contains four instances of the use of {ntéw in
two texts. In 11,9-10 (Kdyo vpiv Aéyo, aiteite kail dobnocetal vuilv, (nteite Kol
eVpNoETE, KPOVETE Kol Avorynoetol VUIV: P thg yap O aitdv Aappdavel kol 6 (ytdv
gopiokel kol T kpovovtl avory[ro]etat.) in both cases the use of the verb {ntéw,
conveying Jesus’ words, serves as an exhortation to prayerful watchfulness of the
disciples awaiting the coming of the Kingdom. The form of imperat. praes. act. 2
pl. — {nreite expresses an order and exhortation to pray to the Father for the coming
of the Kingdom. The form of part. praes. act. nom. masc. sing. — {nt@dv points to-
wards continuous action in the present and fulfills the function of the promise that
everyone who persistently and constantly remains in such a disposition will attain
to a positive result (0 {nTAV €LpLoKeL).

In 12,29-32 (xoi Oueic un Onreite i dynte Kol i minte koi un petempilecbds:
30 tadta yap mavto to E0vn 10D kéopov Emintodoty, VU@V 8¢ 6 matHp oidev Bt
xpnete tovtev. 3 ANy (nteite v Pactheiov avtod, Kol Todta tpooTednceTa
VUIV. 2 M1 oPoD, TO LuKpOV Toiuviov, HTL €DSOKNOEV O TATNP VUDV 0DVOL DUV
Vv Bacireiov) we find two instances of the use of {(ntéw with seemingly contrary
meanings: in the first instance the form of imperat. praes. act. 2 pl. together with
the negative particle — un {nteite — serves as a prohibition or a warning before
paying too much attention to temporary and passing things; in the second instance
the form of imperat. praes. act. 2 pl. together with the adverb — mAnw (ntéite, —
expresses an exhortation — and an order, — to seek and to desire the Kingdom. In
this passage, Luke focuses our attention on the Lord’s most important order to his
disciples: the seeking of the Kingdom of Heaven has to be the absolute priority
of our life.
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Conclusions

In his Gospel Luke wants to show God, who seeks for sinners with special zeal,
and does it continuously, until He finds them. The evangelist emphasizes the success
of the ‘seeking’ on God’s part and the effectiveness of God’s action ‘to seek and
save that, which was lost’.

On the other hand, in the time of His coming God will look for the fruits of human
life and demand an account for the gifts the person was entrusted. Luke points out
the responsibility every one of us has for the gifts and charismata we received. Since
God continuously and actively seeks the fruits of human life, that fact emphasizes
even more the need for every human person to be constantly ready to give an account
before the Lord for the results of one’s life.

Luke also expresses the deep need for Jesus on the part of the people: every
time Jesus was near, they sought Him, touched Him and received heeling. Some of
these people, like Zaccheus unexpectedly discovered, that this is Jesus who really
looks for them.

Presenting the largest group of texts which reflect situations into which human
beings are pushed by unjust and evil motives in relations to Jesus, Luke warns his
readers from imitation of such kind of behavior.

The evangelist invites and encourages his readers to continuing process of seek-
ing Jesus, since he is sure that in that way we, like parents of Jesus, may experience
unexpected encounter with the mystery of the Divine Sonship of the son of Mary.
On the last pages of his Gospel, Luke affirms that if we are able to make a step to-
wards Jesus, like the myrrh-bearing women, we may experience an encounter with
a joyful news about the Jesus risen from the dead. Luke beautifully describes how
everyone seeking Jesus receives at the encounter much more, than he or she ever
dreamt to receive.
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Termin (ntéw w Ewangelii $w. Lukasza.
Studium jezykowo-egzegetyczne

STRESZCZENIE

W niniejszym artykule zostato postawione pytanie o znaczenie czasownika (ntéw w roz-
nych kontekstach Ewangelii §w. Lukasza ze szczeg6lnym uwzglgdnieniem podmiotu dziatania
okre$lonego jako (ntéw. Aby moc dokona¢ odpowiednich analiz, teksty, ktore zawierajg
jakiekolwiek teologiczne znaczenie tego pojgcia, zostaly usystematyzowane w cztery grupy
tematyczne, ktérym odpowiadaja poszczegdlne rozdziaty.

Pierwsza grupa tekstow to ta, w ktorej Bog jest podmiotem (ntéw (12,47-48; 13,6-9;
15,8-10; 19,9-10).W drugiej grupie tekstow wystepuja czasowniki, ktore wskazuja na po-
zytywny aspekt poszukiwania Jezusa (2,48-49; 6,17-19; 19,2-4; 24,4-7). Trzeci paragraf
zawiera najwigksza grupe tekstow, ktore okreslaja negatywny aspekt poszukiwania Jezusa
(9,7-9; 11,15-16; 11,29-32; 19,47-48; 20,19; 22,1-6). Ostatni czwarty paragraf zawiera az
cztery rdzne zastosowania czasownika (ntéw. Odnajdujemy go w dwoch tekstach mowige
o Krolestwie Bozym (11,9-10; 12,29-32). Aby osiagna¢ cel, uzylismy metody analizy lin-
gwistycznej, ktory sktada si¢ z czterech etapdw: a). analiza kontekstualna; b). analiza syntak-
tyczna; c). analiza semantyczna; d). analiza pragmatyczna, zawierajgca kontekst sytuacyjny
i kontekst wspotczesny.

Po przeprowadzonych badaniach dochodzimy do wniosku, ze w Ewangelii wg. $w. Luka-
sza jest caly szereg bardzo réznorodnych znaczen czasownika (ntéw. Sens tego czasownika
uzalezniony jest od kontekstu oraz podmiot dziatania. Moze wyrazac¢ catkiem przeciwne
uczucia i przezycia. Zastosowanie tego czasownika przez autora natchnionego w réznych
okoliczno$ciach, demonstruje gteboka troske Boga o cztowieka i jego los. Ukazuje nam
réwniez pozytywne jak i negatywne uczucia cztowieka wzgledem Boga wcielonego w Je-
zusie z Nazaretu.
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